CASE STUDY
BUSINESS SERVICES
COOPER GRACE WARD
The simple business office: it seems like there wouldn’t be tens of
thousands of dollars of sustainability savings on offer. But, by following
ecoBiz concepts, lawyers Cooper Grace Ward have done just that.
GETTING IN, GROUND FLOOR
Based in central Brisbane, Cooper Grace Ward is a thriving law
firm. This growth meant the company was recently shopping for
new premises. Eco-efficiency was high on the wish list.

BLANK PAGE
Because they were starting fresh, Cooper Grace Ward opted
for energy efficiency when choosing fit-out of lighting and
workstations.
Further, as the legal industry still uses a great deal of paper,
Cooper Grace Ward also saw this as an avenue to decrease waste.
The company’s paper strategy was twofold: switch to online
journals; and increase the amount of recycling of newspapers and
magazines and use of organics paper.

A clean-sheet opportunity to save resources and reduce waste in a
corporate office setting.

ECOBIZ OBJECTIVE
• Reduce wasted paper in an sector that is still heavily paper based.
• Reduce energy use through energy-efficient fittings and fixtures.

ACTION PLAN HIGHLIGHTS
• Installation of energy-efficient lighting and workstations from
day one
• Use of electronic journals

THE VERDICT

• Recycling of used paper

With the luxury of a clean slate and a good knowledge of where it
could cut waste, Cooper Grace Ward took full advantage of their
opportunity. The verdict: not guilty of wasting anything.

ANNUAL SAVINGS
ENERGY
COSTS
12%

COOPER GRACE WARD

ANNUAL SAVINGS
• Energy costs decreased 12 per cent – down 188,150 MJ or the
equivalent of the usage of three Queensland homes.
• Greenhouse gas emissions dropped 12 per cent – down 55.32
tonnes CO2-e. That’s like taking 13 cars off the road for a year.

WASTE
DISPOSAL
52%

TOTAL
$11,414

• Waste disposal costs were slashed by a huge 52 per cent,
meaning 2.34 tonnes less waste in landfills.
• Yearly efficiency savings: $11,414.
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